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Mr, Peter Woodruff
7 Ravine Drive
Galena, lllincis 61036

Dear Mr. Woodruff:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinois Depariment of
Transportation's Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at Highland
Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena Convention
Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from Freeport to
Galena. The hearing was held to present the Department's planned improvements
to U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public input. Approxi by 500 people

the hearing and were provided.

The purpose of the proposed action is to provide a transporation facility that
properly addresses existing and projected system deficiencies and seeks to
improve the safety and efficiency of the transportation system. This would include
the high level of trips caused by increasing economic daw.lupm-t
recreational activity within the area. The prop o0
needs of travel safety, k ‘systﬂn pacity, ity
access, and system continuity.

the

To meet the transportation needs identified for the U.S. Route 20 comidor, the
alternates evaluated were a No-Action Altemnative and two Build Allernatives, an
expressway and freeway, both of which would be constructed as four-ane
facilities.

Under the No-Action Altemative, the proposed project would not be constructed or
implemented. However, this would perpetuate a functionally obsolete facility. The
No-Action Alternative would not reduce congestion, improve traffic safety, provide
system continuity, improve community access or meet the demands of economic
development and recreational growth in the region.
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Again, thank you for your input concerning the US 20 project. Your comments will

become a parmanant part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815) 284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts

L |

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Stius 20 freepont galenaibgiwoodnuff

Go To Previous Page
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The Depariment has found that the Freeway Alternates would address trafic safety

in the project comidor to a much higher degree than would the Emusswny

Alternates, due to the exclusion of at-grade i ions and the

grade—ueparabad interchanges. 1'he Depsrhrunt s traffic crash data supports

recent a that gr provide a much

greater ievsl ofmsaﬂfmety than a!-grade and slgmlnzed mtarsechonn. such as would be
d wi E

safety would become mnra and more parllnenl in the iulme as Imal dwulnpmenl

continues and opportunities for conflicts increase.

Based on ils social, ic, envi tal and engi g design studies,
input from the general puhbcand the remmmmthnsofm u. S'QF?oumzo
Advisory Council (made up of five regional Work Groups comprised of local
afficials and ciizens), the Department has determined that Altemate 2, the Long
Holluw Freeway with the South Simmans Muund varlalbn. |s the Preferred

This ludes the prop
To summarize the findings of the Draft E: ct S
Department has found that compared to the other Duild Alternates, Allnrnate 2:
1. has the least negative impact on such as natural
areas and threatened and enclangevad spedes
2. bestpi prime and i while minimizi traval

for farm operations and incompatible traffic mixing for farm vehidu

best facilitates the travel and market access needs of the local mmmunmes.

provides the best opportunity to facil growth and d

iurcour:;;uﬂhuan!heus Route 20 carridor;

generally avoids construction on or near ridge thus making it consistent

with JoDaviess County land-use initiatives; i e cons

6. 3‘:"“ for the maximum use of existing U.S. Route 20 as a scenic route for

7. PP the S County Comprehensive land-use plan which
recommends a four-lane freeway; and

8. is one of the least costly altemates to build,

aw

&

Tha\.ﬂsu_el Impact Analysis d that the proposed project, with approp

ping as well as structural and roadway design, can be construcled to limit
significant, adverse, and long term impacts lo the existing aesthetic qualities of the
prqect area. “s‘:;"‘f“d e br:mmndaliom as identified in the Draft

wil incorp into the final design to ensure
that the proposed hngr!way will function to complement the natural landscape. All
will be loyed to the views of the road and views

from the road.

The U.S. 20 Advisory Council, made up of five Work Groups comprised of local
nhzem and officials, also recommended that the Departmenl provide special
ignag alonglhe" farred fior tourism fi , design
such as retaining walls andbﬁdgea and planllraesand
vegetation o enhance views. The Preferred Alternate also reinforces both the

JoDaviess and Stephenson County land-use s by avoiding ridget
consiruction to a large degree. ma o

IﬁmDepahnaﬁdmespoCrQoh;)Y

Division of Highways / District
B19 Depot Avenue | Dixon, !Ilnn‘s.f$1021 3500
Telephone B15/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1,-2,-3, 4, -5 & 177-1

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study - Galena lo Freeport

August 22, 2003

Mr. Ken Lazar
31 Georgetown Road
Sherman, IL 62684

Dear Mr. Lazar:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the Ilinols Department of
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at
Highland Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convention Cenler in Galena, for proposed Improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena. The hearing was held to present the Depariment's planned
improvemenis to U.S. Route 20 and to solicit publb: input.  Approximately 600
people attended the hearing and ided

Many of your are baeing idered as we the Phasa |
davelopment of the roadway design Access to all remaining parcels has been

igated, and decisi gy parcels will be made as the study
rmwea toward dj o right-of-way will be

made and documented. 1nvesbgaﬂon of 1.‘na current status of development is also

ongoing.

‘We are in ths process of waluanng the alignment across the Apple River. Keeping
off o

is a design goal thal we will attempt to
meet, If not mel, a level two desngn exception would be required.

The decision 1o ina cross section for the proposed freeway was
made in order o minimize the footprint impacts of the roadway. Unless the median
were to be from the proposed 54 feel, the ‘stepped’ cross
section could not be Impﬂemenled The 1 & madian slope you suggeslad would
allow up to a § foot elevation difference the eastbound and

lanes with the 54 foot median. However, it would not allow for snow storage, which
is a substantial concem In ﬂ'ns area. We remain convinced that minimizing h‘npads

and g for is best achi with the p d cross
section and standard median ditch,
The exit and inal gore ions were desig in accordance with

BOE criteria. We are confinming that sight distance requirements are met at all
locations, and will attempt lo meel ‘preferred’ criteria. We concur that motornisis
view of the exit gores is an important issue.
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The proposed profile of the U.S, 20 Freeway was ped based on it

drainage requi and hwork balance. We will investigate your specific
concems adjacent lo the Galena Territory. Regarding the maximum profile grade
along the freeway, we have met BDE criteria for this type of facility. Several
factors were considered in developing the grades in steeper areas. In accordance
with standard design practice, efforts were made to coordinate the horizontal and
vertical alignments based on bath and operati Due
to the relatively severe topography in the area of the Galena Teritory, it was not

possible to keep all design features at a “preference” level; all do meel BOE
criteria, however.

You ibe in your several why you believe an expressway
on new alignment would be a better design choice than a freeway. However, the
District strongly believes that based on safety concems over the design period and
beyond, a freeway will far exceed the p of an The District

has an ongoing study of the ion of the exp Yy bety Galena and
Eas! Dubuque 1o a freeway. Recent and ongoing projects to add signalized
[ ions to US 20 b Freeport and Rockford were primarily in response
to safety concerns in that area. Cerfainly we would not want to be faced with a
similar situation in the future for a relatively new expressway. Furher, a
comparison of the design criteria for the two facility types does not necessarily
suppart your contention that an exp y would be consi less costly,

Based on ils soclal, i and ineering design studies,
input from the general public and the recommendations of the U.S. Roule 20
Advisary Council (made up of five regional Work Groups comprised of local
officials and citizens), the Dy has 1ed that 2, the Long

Hollow Freeway with the South Simmons Mound variation, is the Preferred
Alternate,

The Department has found that the Freeway Alternates would address traffic safety
in the project coridor to @ much higher degree than would the Expressway
; kil

Alternates, due to the of at-grade i ions and the
grade-sep: i The Dep s traffic crash data supports
recent indicating that grad provide a much

greater level of safety Ihan'nl-grade and signalized intersections, such as would be
d with the E: C i

safety would become more and more pertinent in the future as bca?oevehpmun't
continues and opportunities for conflicts increase.

To summarize the findings of the Draft Envi Impact St the

Department has found that compared to the other Build Allernates, Alternate 2:

1. has the least negative impact on envi such as natural
areas and threatened and endangered species;

2. best preserves prime and imp farmland while minimizi d travei
for farm operations and incompatible traffic mixing for farm vehicles;

3. best facilitates the travel and market access needs of the local communities;

4. provides the best opportunity to facilitate contiguous growth and development
for communities in the U.S. Route 20 corridor;

5.

generally avoids construction on or near ridge tops, thus making it consistent
with JoDaviess County land-use initiatives;

linois Department of Transportation
Drvision of Highways | Dastrict 2

818 Depat Avenue | Dixon, llinois | §1021-3500

Telephone 815/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, 5 & 1771

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-92-004-92 =

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Ms. M. Bonny Brown
3599 East Woodbine Street
Stocklon, linois 61085

Dear Ms. Brown:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the lllinois Department of
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at
Highland Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena. The hearing was held to present the Department's planned
improvements to U.S. Route 20 and to solicil public input. Approximately 600

pecple attended the hearing and were p

The Department understands the difficult situation in which you have been placed
by of the proposed freeway . Enclosed for your infc ion and
better understanding of IDOT's land it is a brock entitied

“Highway Improvements & Property Rights® and a booklet entiled “A Landowner’s
Guide to Land Acquisition by the State and Eminent Domain®, These documents
pravide general inf i ing the p that lead to the acquisition
of right of way and the citizen’s rights and privileges before, during, and after such
acquisition.

You asked that we consider moving the proposed freeway alignment further north
at your property. Any shift to the north would affect access for adjacent property
owners, and the suggestion has not been implemented.

The State of lllinois expects to build the project in approximately seven usable
construction sections, each section taking 2-3 years to construct. The entire
project between Galena and Freeport could take 15-20 years lo complete, or aven
longer, depending on availability of funds. In the interim, all affected owners
should to maintain their property, as condition will be considered in the
future appraisal of property and buildings to be acquired.
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6. provides for the maximum use of existing U.S. Route 20 as a scenic route for
travelers; .

7. supports the Stephenson County Comprehensive land-use plan which
recommends a four-lane freeway; and

8. is one of the least costly altemates to build.

in, thank for your input concerning the US 20 project. Your comments will
?Pu:zlal:rm a pemnanl part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gragory L. Mounis
District Engineer

By: Ross E, Monk
Engineer of Program Development

STIUS 20 freepont galenafme-0103/sb

Page 2
US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study

As of the land acquisition process, IDOT's policy is to pay fair market value for
pro;rtﬂies aoudrad.m?nsome cases, only a portion of a parcel will be acquired. In
these situations, separaled parcels would remain the property of the cument cwner.
In order to determine our “offer to p ", an i pares the market
value of the original property versus the market value of the remaining parcel(s).
The difference in these values is considered the fair acquisition price, since all
factors that affect the value of the property to be acquired, as well as damage to
the ining property, are iderad

If you have any gquestions or need additional information, please conlact
Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sinceraly,

Gregory L. Mounis
District Engineer

e £/

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Enclosure

Stius 20 freeport galena/partial input/brown
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US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study - Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Daniel H. Angres, M. D.
Ms. Kathy B. Angres

2216 Black Oak Court
Lisle, lllinois 60532

Dear Mr. & Ms. Angres:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llincls Department of
T{anspoﬂalinn's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at
H»ghlanq Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freepot to Galena. The hearing was held to present IDOT's planned
improvements to US 20 and to solicit public input. Approximately 600 people
attended the hearing and were provided.

The purpose of this proposed highway is to provide a transportation facility that
property addresses existing and projected system deficiencies and seaks to
improve the safety and efficiency of the transportation system. This would include
the high level of trips caused by i ing and ic d

within the area, The proposed imp will i the needs of travel
Wz'm Iltr;cruased development, syslem capacity, community access, and system
continuity,

The Visual Impact Analysis concluded that the proposed project, with appropriate
Jgnd_suping as well as structural and roadway design, can be constructed to limit
sngt:ul’hcsnl. adverse, and long term impacts to the existing aesthelic qualities of the
Emp«_act area. Visual impact reduction recommendations as identified in the Draft

Er Irnpu_ci S will be i into the final design to ensure
that the proposed highway will function to the natural L . Al
possibl will be employed to enhance the views of the road and vi

from the road. e
'I'_h_e U.S. 20 Advisory Council, made up of five Work Groups comprised of local
citizens and officials, also that the Depart provide special
sllgnage E!nl:uu lhg Preferred Alternate for tourism features, design aesthetically

: ¥ such as ining walls and bridges, and plant trees and
vegetation lo enhance views, The Preferred Altermale also reinforces both the
JoDaviess and Stephenson County land-use plans by avoiding ridgetop
construction to a large degree.

llinois Department of Transportation
Division of Highways / District 2

B19 Depot Avenue | Dixon, llincis / 61021-3500

Telephone B15/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 & 177-1

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-92-004-92 *

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Wayne Krohmer
620 East Reusch Read
Elizabeth, llinois 61028

Dear Mr. Krohmer:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinois Depariment of
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at
Highland Community College in Freepor, and on June 26, 2003 al the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena, The hearing was held to present the Depariment's planned
improvements to U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public input. Approximately 600

pecple attended the hearing and were p

You d an .understandabl about the i andlor snow
removal for a new highway. The Department makes every effort to provide the
highest quality service level on all roadways in our jurisdi and will inue lo
do so. Ongoing mai costs rep t a sub tial portion of IDOT's
annual budgel, and i in mai p have been i in

the decisions made. District 2 has been a leader in applying innovative materials
and utiizing the latest technologies in all of our maintenance activities (e.g.
weather it technologies) to aid in minimizing poor road conditions. Nole
that the 12-county District 2 area currenily has about 5000 lane miles, so the
i i p ility would be less than four percent  State-wide
the percentage would be well below one percent.

The purpose of the proposed action is lo provide a transportation facility that
properly addresses existing and projected system deficiencies and seeks to
improve the safety and efficiency of the transportation system. This would include

the high level of trips caused by ing pment and
recreational activity within the area. The proposed imp s will integ the
needs of travel safety, i devel system capacity, ity

access, and system continuity.

To meet the transportation needs identified for the U.S, Route 20 comidor, the

were 8 No-Acti ive and two Build Alternatives, an
expressway and freeway, both of which would be constructed as four-lane
facilties.
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Mationally, interregional truck travel has risan dramatically as the trucking indusiry
has d for an i ing share of shipping since the 1960's. Completion of
major of the ighway system in the 1970's provided a large
boast to the use of trucks to transport freight. Travel by commercial fruck has
continued 1o grow ever since. Nationwide arterial truck traffic has followed this
trend upward, and U.S. Route 20 within the study limits is no exception. Vehicle
emissions and traffic ted noise iated with are
unlikely to significantly increase due solely to the construction of proposed U.S.
Route 20.

This truck traffic, primarily local in nature, will be focused along US Route 20 since
it is the only major east-west highway in the area. Existing U.S. Route 20 was not
designed to accommodate the larger frucks that are currently the norm for the
trucking industry, and a new freeway would accommodate the projected traffic mix
more effectively.

Most of the existing trucks that travel U.S. Route 20 are unable to maintain their
speed up the many steep grades. This may cause molorisis to attempt to pass in
areas where it is unsafe, The size of the trucks, campers, and vehicles pulling
trailers makes it difficult for vehicles following them to see upcoming curves, hills,
intersections, and oncoming traffic. A new freeway, with its relatively flat grades
and elimination of conflict points, will provide the safest mode of travel for all
vehicles,

Your comment about the effect of the Morth i Free Trade Ag it on
US 20 will be after the Dep has gathered and ghly
y all the i inf related to this issue. Al the present time we

are consulting with our Chief Counsel's office. We will provide you with a detailed
explanation of our findings.

Again, thank you for your input conceming the US 20 project. Your comments will
become a permanent part of the project record, If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
Disirict Enginear

£d

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Stius 20 freapon galenaiby/angres
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Under the No-Action Alternative, the proposed project would not be constructed or
implemented. However, this would perp a functi facility. The
MNo-Action Alternative would not reduce congestion, improve traffic safety, provide
system conlinuity, improve community access or meet the demands of economic
developmenl and recreational growth in the region.

The exp 1y ily follow the existing U.S. Route 20 alignment
but incornorate bypasses around towns along the route. Expressways have partial
access control and employ the use of al-grade intersections. The freeway
alternates would extend from ' Route 84, north of Galena, fo Business U.S. Route
20 near Bolton Road, northwe.. of Freeport. Freeways are divided highway
facilities and use interchanges to fully limit access control.

The Department has found that the Freeway Altemates would address traffic safety
in the project comidor to a much higher degree than would the Expressway

Alternates, due to the exclusion of at-grade ink 1 and the introduction of
grade-seg i g The Depa I's traffic crash data supports
. P i provide a much

that grade-sep g
greater level of safety than at-gmd'; and signalized intersections, such as would be
with the E . S s

aafetywuldbecunem(mandn'maperﬁmminﬂ‘beﬁmnauiocal development
and for 3

Based on its social, i | and engi g design studies,

input from the general public and the recommendations of the U.S. Route 20

Advisory Coundll (made up of five regional Work Groups comprised of local
i it

officials and citizens), the Departm has 2, the Long
Hollow Freeway with the South Si Mound iati is the F

This selection includes the prop ions of i ges.
To summarize the findings of the Draft Envi Impact St the:
Department has found that compared to the other Build Altemates, Altemate 2:
1. has the least negative impact on such as natural

areas and threatenad and endangered species;

2. besipreserves prime and i while minimizing adverse travel

for farm operations and incompatible traffic mixing for farm vehicles;

best facilitates the travel and market access needs of the local communities;

provides the best o facilitate 0 growth and devels

for communities in the U.S. Route 20 comidor;

5. generally avoids construction on or near ridge lops, thus making it consistent
with JoDaviess County land-use initiatives;

6. provides for the maximum use of existing U.S. Route 20 as a scenic routa for

hw

travelers;
7. pp the County Comprehensive land-use plan which
recommends a four-lane freeway; and

8. is one of the least costly allermnates to build.
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Again, thank you for your inpul conceming the US 20 project. Your comments will
become a permanent part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

Jl £ /bl

By: Ross E. Monk
Enginaer of Program Development

Stlus 20 freaport galenalpartial inputrohmer
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August 20, 2003

Mr. Pat Legel
206

Bench Street
Galena, lilinois 61036
Dear Mr, Legel:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinois Department of
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 al
Hightand Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena. The hearing was held to present IDOT's planned
improvements to US 20 and to solicit public input. Apprmumalaly 600 people

attended the hearing and were pr

The purp of this p d high is to prwideah'ansponwbon facility that

propery addresses msung and jected system and seeks o

improve the safety and efficiency cn' the Lransporlahon system, Thls wwld include

the high level of trips caused by and

within the area. The prop will ir ! mer!eedsolllamel

safety, ir pment, syslsm pacity access, and system

continuity.

Ths\.ﬂsuallrrwcl i luded that the d project, with appropriate
ping as well as st | and ‘ dasagn can be constructed to limit

significant, advume and long term impacts to the existing aesthetic qualities of the
raro:aut area. Visual Impad reduction reoornmendallons as identified in the Draft
i Impact Stat will be i d into the final design to ensure
thal Lhe proposed rugrmay will ﬁmﬂm to complement the natural landscape. All
to enh: the views of the road and views

from the road.

The U.S. 20 Advisory Council, made up ofl'n.e Work Gmups comprised of local
citizens and officials, also d that the D provide special
signage ak:ng the Preferred Alternate for tourism features, design sesthetically

such as retaining walls and bridges, and plant trees and
vegetation to enhance views. The Pmlsrrad Altemnate also reinforces both the

JoDaviess and Stephenson County land-use plans by avoiding ridgetop
construction to a large degree.
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August 20, 2003

Mr. Michael Stadermann
7987 U.S. 20 West

P.O. Box 62

Eleroy, llinois 61027

Dear Mr. Stadermann:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llincis Department of
Transportation’s Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at Highland
Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena Convention
Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Ruuie 20 from Freeport rn

Galena. The hearing was held to present the D s planned i
o U.S. Route 20 and to soficit publlc input. Appmmaiely 600 panpie attended
the hearing and were p

The Department has determined that the Long Hollow freeway alignment is the
preferred altemale. As you noted in your latter, this selection does not affect your
property located on along US Route 20.

Again, thank you for your input conceming the US 20 project. Your commenis will
become a permanent part of the project record. If you have any questions. please
contact Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

Je. & old

By: Ross E. Mank
Engineer of Program Development

Stius 20 freeport galena'panial inputistadermann
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Again, thank you for your input conceming the US 20 project. Your comments will
become a permanent part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gragory L. Mounts
District Engineer

P £l

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

St 20 freeport galenaibglegel




llinois Department of Transportation
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818 Depot Avenue | Dixon, lincis / 61021-3500

Telephone 815/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans
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Job No. P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Ron Mapes
9184 East Binkley Road
Stockton, lilincis 61085

Dear Mr. Mapes:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llincis Department of
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing thal was held on June 25, 2003 at
Hightand Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S, Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena. The hearing was held to present the Department's planned
improvements to U.S. Roule 20 and to solicit public input. Apprnn'namty 600

people attended the hearing and were p

The purpose of the proposed action is o provide a transportation facility that
propery addresses existing and ] system deficiencies and seeks to
improve the safety and efficiency al U!s transportation system. ‘ﬂ1|s mnld include
the high level of trips caused by g and

within the area. The prop: will g the needs olf.rsvel
safaty, ir d p smm pacity, ity access, and system
continuity.

The Department understands the difficult snlmﬂon in which you have been placed
b of the proposed freaway ali for your and
better understanding of IDOT's land acquisition process is a brochure entitied
“Highway Improvements & Property Rights® and a booklet entitied “A Landowner's
Guide to Land J\mulslhnn by the Slaha and Eminent Domain®. These documents
provide general i g the p that lead lo the acquisition
of right of way and the citizen's rights and prhfllegee before, during, and after such
acquisition,

The State of lllincis expects to build the project in approximately seven usable
construction sections, each section taking 2-3 years to construct The entire
project between Galena and Freeport could take 15-20 years to complele, or even
longer, depending on availability of funds. In the interim, all affected owners
should continue to maintain their property, as condition will be considered in the
future appraisal of property and buildings to be acquired.

lliinois Depatment of Transportation
E:?Dm:p:{ mgm ! amn ILim-sIawm 3500

Telephene 815/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Sections 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5, & 177-1

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

David J. Youngblut
2730 AYP Road
Freepor, llinois 61032

Dear Mr. Youngblut:

Thank you for your Comment Sheet from the US 20 Glacler Shadow Pass Public
Hearing held on June 25, 2003 at Highland Community College in Freeport, and on
June 26, 2003 at the Galena Convention Cenler, in Galena.

partment s cumently | i a new it for AYPICook
;I:il:rs;.;mn that will balanoe“tsl;e need to meet design standards and the need to
reduce impact lo property owners in the area. When the invesligation is

juded, we will adds your by providing you with a plan view of the
revised design, for your further review.

Again, thank you for your input conceming the US 20 project. Your comments will
become a permanent part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

SThy-0105 us glacienipk
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IDOT will typically app perty owners for acquisition when a certain section
is programmed for mlruclm and dslaiad design is substantially underway. The
only exceptions to this schedule are for two cases: hardship acquisition and

tive buying. Hardst isition can occur when a property owner identifies
a desire to sell their property and dammﬂrzﬂm that lhey hav_e been unable to sell
due to public knowled t project. In a protective

buying, IDOT may step in !n buy pmperly on whnch a specific development plan
has been announced and undertaken,

Thank you for your support of this important highway impi t project. Your
will b a part of the project record.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please conlact
Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Enginaer

o £l

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Pregram Development

Enclosure

Stius 20 freeport galena/partial inputimapes

lirosDepafhneﬂof'li'anqaortation

Division of Hi ! District 2
819 Depot Avenue / Dixon, lllincis / 61021-3500
Telephone B15/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 & 177-1

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Glenn Mapes

203 West Mapes Avanue
P. 0. Box 174

Stocklon, Ilincis 61085

Dear Mr. Mapes:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinois Department of
Transportation's Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at Highiand
Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 al the Galena Convention
Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. RnulaZDfru’nFreeponm
Galena. The hearing was held lo present the D

to U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public input. Appro:dmalaiy 600 people attended
the hearing and were

p

The purpose of the proposed action is to provide a transportation facility that
properly addresses existing and projected system deficiencies and seeks lo
imprave the safaty and efficiency of the transportation system. This ww!d include

the high level of trips caused by a9 y and

within the area. The prop will ir g ﬂ’nneedsalttavd
safety, i devel ayaiam pacity, ity access, and system
confinuity.

Thank you for your support of this i project. Your

comments will become a permanent parl of the pmjecl moord_

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact
Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513,

Sincarely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

e £/

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Stfus20 Freeport Galenafby mapes



llinois of Transportation
Division of Highways | District 2

818 Depol A\'rgome I Dixon, llinoks / 61021-3500

Telephone 815/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 & 177-1

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-82-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Mike Koerperick

Ms. Karen Koerperick
11653 Route 20 West
Galena, llinois 61036

Dear Mr. and Ms. Koerperick:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinois Department of
Transpertation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at
Highland Community College in Freepor, and on June 26, 2003 al the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena, The hearing was held to present the Department’s planned
improvements to U.S. Routs 20 and to solicit public input. .Appro:mnalely 600
people attended the hearing and were provid

The Department undersiands the dtfﬁmlt snuatk:n |n nmlch you hava been placed

of reeway d for your and
better undarslandmg of IDOT's land acquisition process is a brochure entitied
“Highway Improvements & Property Rights™ and a booklet entitied A Landowner's
Guide to Land .Mqulsuhon by the S!ala and Eminent Domain™. These documents
provide general ir g the p d that lead to the acquisition
of right of way and the citizen's rights and pﬁvaogas before, during, and after such
acquisition.

The State of lllinois expects to build the project in approximately seven usable

construction sections, each section laking 2-3 years to conslruct. The entire

project between Galena and Freeport could take 15-20 years to complete, or even

longer, depending on availability of funds. In the interim, all affected owners

should mntlnue to maintain their property, as condition will be considered in the
and bui to be i

IDOT will typically app h prop: owners for when a certain section
is programmed for construction and detailed design is substantially underway. The
only exceptions lo this schedule are for two cases: hardship acquisition and

tective buying. Hardshi isition can occur when a property owner identifies
a desire lo sell their proper!\r and demomtralm that they have been unable to sell
due to public knowh of the P project.

llinois Department of Transportation o
Office Mlho Semla ‘r/ pra f

2300 So rksen ?aﬂ(wuy!Spmgﬁnld Hiinois | 62764
‘relopmne 217.!‘?&2 5587

August 7, 2003 Mg 00
Received

Mr. Eugene Offenheiser oar

365 South Stockion Road DSt o

Stockton, lllinois 61085
Dear Mr. Offenheiser:
Thank you for your recent letter to Governor Rod R. Blagojevich regarding the

proposed expansion of US 20 from northwest of Galena to west of Freeport.
Governor Blagojevich has asked us to respond.

The linois Department of Transp {IDOT) public
involvernent and considers it a very important part of the planning process.
‘Your letter indicating a preference for a no build alternative has been
forwarded to the IDOT District Two office in Dixon which is coordinating the
public input for this project. Your concemns will be included in the Public
Involvement document and all input will be considered before a final decision
is made on the study.

P i ing, at a cost of 59 million, Is under way to
prepare a location and desngn report and an environmental impact statement
for improving the existing 50 miles to four lanes. Engineering for contract
plans and land acquisition rur the Galena bypass are included in the

EY Pr Improvement Program at a cost of

$6.5 m-llmn. No other preconstruction or construction activities for this project
are currently funded.

Thank you for your interest in lllincis’ transportation system.

Sincaraly,

Timothy W. Martin
Secrelary

cc: Governor Red R. Blagojevich

bee:  Secretary Martin Brice Sheriff
Rooin Black Rodger Smith
Dick Seith Gregg Mounts, Dist. 2
Vic Modeer Chuck Schmitt

i, Marnmser o5 20

37 GAN WD LTS COPTRSCASONSAraCKINGY,
arar W
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In a protective buying, IDOT may step in to buy property on which a specific
development plan has been announced and undertaken.

Again, thank you for your input conceming the US 20 projecl. Your comments will
become a parmanent part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon MeCarmick al (815)284-5513,

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

Fo. £/l

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Division of Highways / District 2
819 Depot Avenue [ Dixon, (linois { 61021-3500
Telephone 815/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 & 177-1

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study - Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Eugene Offenheiser
965 South Stockion Road
Stockten, lllincis 61085

Dear Mr. Offenheiser:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinois Department of
Transportation's Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at Highland
Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena Convention
Center in Galena, for improvements to U.S. Flmrln20fmm Fruspmh
Galena. The hearing was held to present the Dep

to U.5. Route 20 and to solicit public input. .N:proaumly 600 people attended
the hearing and were p

The Depariment unders!.unﬁs the difficult sltuatbn in which you have been placed

b of the prop I'reeway ting and landlocking portions of
your property. Enclosed for ywr i and better und g of IDOT's
land isition process is a entitled “Highway lmprwnmenls & Property

Rights™ and a booklet entitied “A Landowner's Guide to Land Acquisition by the
State and Eminent Domain®. These documents provide general information
concarning the procedures that lead lo the acquisition of right of way and the
cilizen's rights and privileges before, during, and after such acquisition,

lly, the Depa ins flexible when dealing with landlocked parcels.
Two possible compensation options exist. The Department either pays severance
damages or purchases the remnant. When compensations take place, the
Department is obligated IU pay a just level M compensation, which will include any
fair market value redi of the This would extend to
purchase of buildings as well as land,

The Deg has d your for the Morth Simmons Mound
Altemative. However, due to system benaﬂl and design criteria, the suggestion has
not been implemented.
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The purpose of the proposed action is to provide a transportation facility that
properly addresses existing and ] system and seeks to
improve the safaly and efficiency of the transporiation system. This would include
the high level of trips caused by lncrnasmg economic development and
recreational activity within tha area. 'I'hs will the

needs of travel safety, i d 9 s,,m i it
access, and system continuity.

To meet the transportation needs identified for the U.S. Route 20 cormidor, the
allernates evaluated were a No-Action Alternative and two Build Alternatives, an
expressway and freeway, both of which would be construcled as four-lane
facilities.

Under the No-Action Altermative, the proposed project would not be constructed or
implemented. However, this would perpetuate a functionally cbsaolete facility. The
No-Action Alternative would not reduce congestion, improve traffic safety, provide
system continuity, improve community access or meet the demands of economic
development and recreational growth in the region.

The Depariment has found that the Freeway Altemnates would address traffic safety
lnﬂleormemwndurloammhtnghardagme than would the Expr

pressway
MMdu«IoLhn of and the introduction of
grade g The D s traffic crash data supports
recent [ that i i hanges provide a much

greater level of sufeh,l than abgrade and sngna!lzed mafsomms. such as would be

constructed with the Exp Concem:

safety would become more and more pnn:lnsnl in the h.m.m as iocal deve!opmen\
and rtunities for confli

An ongoing accident analysis has been conducted of all the recently improved
sections of existing US Route 20. Additional assessmenl of highway safety will be
included in the Final Envi tal Impact S

Based on ils social, i i tal and i g design studies,
input from the general public and the recommendations of the U.S. Route 20
Advisory Council (made up of five mglonal Work Groups comprised of local

officials and citi ), the D has. ined that Alt te 2, the Long
Hollow Freeway wllh the South Simmons Mound variation, is the Preferred
This. ion includes the proposed locations of interchanges.

To summarize the findings of the Draft Envi Impact Stat t, the
Department has found that compared to the other Build Alternates, Alternate 2;

1. has the least negative impact on envi 1| such as natural

areas and threatened and endangered spenes
2. besl preserves prime and import: d while travel

for farm operations and incompatible traffic mixing for farm \nahides

3. best facilitales the travel and market access needs of the local communities;

4. provides the best oppartunity 1o facilitate contiguous growth and development
for communities in the U.S. Route 20 corridor,

5. generally avoids construction on or near ridge tops, thus making it consistant
with JoDaviess County land-use initiatives;

IhoisDepa'tnﬂttomensportahon

Division of Highways / District
819 Depot Avenue / Dixon, Illmara‘lmi 3500
Telephone B15/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 & 1771

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Jerry Paulson
Executive Director
Natural Land Institute
320 South Third Street
Rockford, lllinois 61104

Dear Mr. Paulson:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llincis Department of
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at
Highland Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena, The hearing was held to presant IDOT's planned
improvements to US 20 and lo solicit public inpul Appfmlmslely 600 people
attended the hearing and were

IDOT has strict policies for access along | ly adj to
interchanges. In this specific case, access o emﬂng US Route 20 will not be
allowed within 600 to 700 feet of the interchange ramps. Additional conirols will be
placed along the first access roads on each side of the interchange. However,
IDOT does not exercise power to restrict access where traffic operations and
safety do not indicate such restrictions to be appropriate. IDOT also does not use
access confrol requnments as a meam In control local land use. Regulaling
urban growth at i h and | is under the jurisdiction of the
county and/or municipality through zoning ordinances.

The purpose of this proposed highway is to provide a transportation facility that
properly addresses existing and projected system deficiencies and seeks lo
improve the safety and efficiency of the h'nrlspodahon system. Thls wwlcl include

mehlgl'lievelofmpqcausadbyu g ity and
within the area. The prop will integ the needs of travel
safety, i lop syslem pacil ity access, and syslem

continuity.

Nationally, inlerregional truck travel has risen dramatically as the trucking industry
has accounted for an increasing share of shipping since the 1960's. Complation of
major segments of the interstate highway system in the 1970's provided a large
boost to the use of trucks to transport freight. Travel by commercial truck has
continued to grow ever since. Mationwide arterial truck traffic has followed this
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6. provides for the maximum use of existing U.S. Route 20 as a scenic route for
travelers;
upports the Caunly C

ds a four-

and
B. isoneof the leaat costly allamalas o build.

p sive land-use plan which

Again, thank you for your input conceming the US 20 project. Your comments will
become a permanent part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincersly,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineear

£/d

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Stius 20 freeport galena/bg/offenheiser
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trend upward, and U.5. Route 20 wllhn the shﬂy limits is no ampﬁon Vehlda
emissions and traffic d with i

unlikely o sagnn"aanny increase dua solely to the construction of proposed LI S.
Route 20

The proposed project alone will not induce mdus‘trial. davdnpnwst in the project
area. There are many factors that ing a location
for a move or expansion. Some of these faclors are rata.lud to the transportation
system but others are related to local economic, infrastructure, and political
mndmom For axample, some specific mlﬂes mlghl find the project area
e lom:adsio. sqmlt!lemdism.rﬂonof
could be a factor in s:lng ns al
sr;j::prmnl within the project area could occur. Currently, however, U.S. Route
20 is not @ major truck route, and it is unlikely to atiract significant warehousing
facilities or other major truck traffic generators.

The possibility of [ on this project is being investigated
by the Daparr.merll at this IJrna and will be addressed in the Final Environmental
Impact Statement.

Again, thank you for your input conceming the US 20 project. Your comments will
become a permanent part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815) 284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

J £ ybd

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Stius 20 freepon galenaipartial inputipauison




IhosDeparhnentd'E*ansportahon
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FAP Route 301 (US 20)
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Job No. P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galana lo Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Neil Holmes
5281 North Rink Road
Lena, lllinois 61048

Dear Mr. Holmes:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llinois Depariment of
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25 2003 at
Highland Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena. The hearing was held to present the Department's planned
improvements to U.S. Route 20 and ‘o solicit public input. A.ppmmaldy 600
people attended the hearing and were

The Department understands the difficult situation in which you have beon placed
b of the d freeway ali Enclosed for your infl and
better understanding of IDOT's land scquisition process is a brochure entitied
“Highway Improvements & Property Rights”™ and a booklet entitled “A Landowner's
Guide to Land Acquisition by the State and Eminent Domain™. These decuments
provide general information conceming the procedures that lead to the acquisition
of right of way and the citizen's rights and privileges bafore, during, and after such
acquisition,

The State of llinols expects to build the project in approximately seven usable
construction sections, each section taking 2-3 years to construct. The entire
project between Galena and Freeport could take 15-20 years o complete, or even
longer, dependhg on availability of funds. In the interim, all affected owners
should i in their property, as condition will be considered in the
future appraisal o! property and bulldlngs to be acquired.

If the Depariment needs your property, we will approach you with an offer to
purchase it. The amount of the offer will be what an appraiser determines to ba
the “fair cash market value™ of your property. Any unusual requests are listened o
and d. ‘Your ion of a land is i but only in
certain ci Moving buildings can be dane if U'be owner initiates the
process for which IDOT will compensate the move. Whenever surveying needs to
be done during this process or an absiract needs changing, the Department of
Transportation will pay for them.

linois Department of Transportation

Division of Highways / District 2
818 Depot Avenue | Dixon, lilinois / 61021-3500
Telephone B15/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1,-2,-3, 4, -5 & 1771

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-82-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena lo Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. Dan Meyer and Ms. Jill Meyer
509 South Stockton Road
Stockton, llincis 60185

Dear Mr. and Ms. Meyer:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the liinois Depariment of
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 al
Highland Community College in Freeport, and on June 28, 2003 al the Galena
Convention Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena. The hearing was held to presant the Depariment’s planned
improvements to U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public input. Appraximately 500

people attended the hearing and were

The of this proposed highway is to provide a lranuporratm facility that
propery addresses exisling and ; system defich and seeks fo
improve the safety and efficiency of the Irarlsporlalun system. Thns muld include
the high level of trips causad by Is} y and

within the area. The imp ts will integ the needs of travel
safety, i system ity ity access, and system
continuity.

The Department undarshmls the difficult slmabm in which you have been placed
because of the prop i freeway losed for your infe and
batter understanding of IDOT's Iand acquisition process is a brochure entitied

“Highway Improvements & Property Rights™ and a booklet entitled A Landowner's
Guide to Land Acquisition by the Slala and Eminent Domain®. These documents
provide general inf i g the p that lead to the acquisition
of rlghl;:nway and the citizen's rights and pn\nieges before, during, and after such
acquisi

The State of llinais expects lo build the project in approximately seven usable
construction sections, each section taking 2-3 years to consiruct The entire
project between Galena and Freeport could take 15-20 years to complete, or even
longer, depending on availability of funds. In the interim, all affected cwners
should continue to maintain their property, as condition will be considered in the
future appraisal of property and buildings lo be acquired.
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In your comments, you mentioned that an artist uses the house as a studio. If his
business is incorporated at this location, then his displacement would follow IDOT's
business displacement policy.

IDOT is rasponsible for the cost of the fences put up to enforce access control, as
well as the maintenance of the fence in the future. The fence would meet the
requirements for pasturing cattle, so you would nol need a second fence for that
purpose.

When a project requires removal of trees, the Department is committed to
replanting new Irees along the new rcad al a ratio of 1:1 replacement.

Again, thank you for your input conceming the US 20 project. Your commants will
become a permanent part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815) 284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

£ 4L

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Enclosure

Stius 20 freepont galenafull inputholmes
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Thank you for your suppori of this rtant hi project. Your
comments will become a permanent parl of the project reooﬂi.

If you have any questions or need addilional information, please contact
Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincerely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

£pd

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Enclosure

Stius 20 frosport galena/partial inputimeyar




llinois Department of Transportation
Division of Highways / District 2

818 Depot Avenue | Dixon, Illinois / §1021-3500

Telephone B15/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT

Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1,-2,-3, 4,-58 17?-1

JoDaviess and Staphanson

Job No. P-92-004-52

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Ms. Julie Bruser

Executive Director

JoDaviess Conservation Foundation
126 North Main Street

P. 0. Box 216

Elizabeth, llincis 61028

Dear Ms. Bruser:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the llincis Department of
Transpertation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at
Highland Community College in Freepor, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convertion Center in Galana, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport lo Galena. The hearing was held to present IDOT's planned
improvements to US 20 and to solicit public input, Appmmmale!y 600 people

attended the hearing and 15 were p

‘Your comment about the effect of the North Ameri Free Trade A on

US 20 will be addrassed after the Dep has and th iy
i all the pertinant infe i relaiad to this issue. At the present hme v.e

are consulting with our Chief Counsel's office. We will provide you with a detailed
explanation of our findings.

Again, thank you for your input conceming the US 20 project. Your comments will
become a permanent part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513,

Sincarely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Enginear

o £

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development

Stlus 20 freeport gatenafbg/bruser
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The Department has found that the Freeway Altarnates would address traffic safaty
mmMammmdorwamwhhgmdsnmemanwuldeEmmy
mmduehothe jusion of at-grade i ions and the introds of
g ges. The Depart s traffic crash data supports
recent icating thal grad ges provide a much
greater level of safaty than at-grade and sngnal}zad intersections, such as would be

with the Exp y Allernates, C
safety would become more and more penment in the future as local development
continues and for

Based on ils social, economic, environmental and engineering design siudies,
input from the general public and the recommendations of the U.S. Route 20
Advisory Council (made up of five mﬁnnal Work Groups comprised of local
officials and citizens), the D that 2, the Long
Hollow Freaway with the Snuth Slrrmons Mnund variabon‘ ls the Preferred
Alternate. This | the of i

To summarize the findings of the Draft Envi I Impact the
Department has found that compared to the other Build Alternates, Alternate 2:

1. has the least negative impact on environmental resources such as natural
areas and threatened and endangered species;

2. best preserves prime and i farmiand while
travel for farm cperations and incompatible traffic mixing for 1arm vehicles;

3. best facilitates the travel and markst access needs of the local communities:

4. the best s growth and
Iorcownunmesnlhnus R)wla?ﬂmdor

5. generally avoids construction on or near ridge tops, thus making it consistent
with JoDaviess County land-use initiatives;

6. provides for the maximum use of existing U.S. Route 20 as a scenic route for
travelers;

7. supports the Step County Comp ive land-use plan which
recommends a four-lane freeway; and

8. is one of the least costly alternates to build.

Again, thank you for your input conceming the US 20 project. Your commants will
become a permanent part of the project record. If you have any questions, please
contact Jon McCormick at (815)284-5513.

Sincarely,

Gregory L. Mounts
District Engineer

oo £/l

By: Ross E. Monk
Engineer of Program Development
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PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT
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FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1, -2, -3, 4, -5 & 1771

JoDaviess and Stephenson Counties

Job No. P-92-004-92

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport

August 20, 2003

Mr. John Curtiss
1330 South Curtiss Road
Stockion, lilinois 61085

Dear Mr. Curtiss:

Thank you for your comments provided as part of the Ilfincis Department of
Transportation's Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at Highland
Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena Convention
Center in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 fram Freeport to

Galena. Tha hearing was held to present the Di 's planned
fo U.S. Route 20 and to solicit pubhc input. Appmlmaleiy 600 people attended
the hearing and were p

The Department has considered your concem for Mr. Barsdorf and we are
handling his property issues. We also looked at your concemn regarding Route 78
MNorth. The size and layout of this proposed interchange is based on meeling
design criteria for grading and salisfying safely issues. The local roadway network
is also effectively addressed,

The purpose of the proposed action is to provide & transportation facility that
properly addresses existing and projected system deficiencies and seeks to
improve the safety and efficiency of the transportation system. This would include
the high level of tips caused by lncmasmg economic development and
recreational activity within the area. The prop will i the
needs of travel safety, i di syslnm ity, o ity
access, and system continuity,

To meet the transportation needs identified for the U.S. Route 20 coridor, the
alternates evaluated were a No-Action Allernative and two Build Altemnatives, an
expressway and freeway, both of which would ba constructed as four-lane
facilities,

Under the No-Action Altemative, the proposed pm]acl would not be constructed or
implemented. Howaver, this would perp lly cbsolete facility. The
Mo-Action Alternative would not reduce cungestlon. improve traffic safety, provide
system continuity, improve community access or meet the demands of economic

davelopment and recreational growth in the region,

mmDﬂﬁPa'hmﬁome@ortaﬁon
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819 Depot Avenue / Dixon, llincis / 61021-3500
Telephone B15/284-2271

PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT
Studies & Plans

FAP Route 301 (US 20)

Section 43-1,-2, -3, 4, -5 & 177-1

US 20 Glacier Shadow Pass Study — Galena to Freeport
August 20, 2003

Mr. Fred Mehl

Ms. Barbara Mehl

1333 South Evans Road
Stockton, lincis 61085

Dear Mr. and Ms. Mehl:

ThmkynufurmmnmemspmﬂdednspaﬂdlhellmdaDeparﬁnenloé
Transportation's (IDOT's) Public Hearing that was held on June 25, 2003 at
Highland Community College in Freeport, and on June 26, 2003 at the Galena
Convention Cenler in Galena, for proposed improvements to U.S. Route 20 from
Freeport to Galena. The hearing was held to present the Department's planned
improvements to U.S. Route 20 and to solicit public input. Approximately 600
people attended the hearing and numerous comments were provided.

The Department understands the difficult situation in which you Mve been planed

because of the proposed freeway alignment bisecting and land) of

your property. Enclosed for your information and better undersl;ardmg of IDOT's

isition process is a t entitied “Highway Improvements & Property

Rights® and a booklet entitied “A Landowner's Guide to Land Acquisition by the

State and Eminent Domain”. These documents provide general information

concerning the procedures that lead lo the acquisition of right of way and the
citizen's rights and privileges before, during, and after such acquisition.

Generally, the Department remains flexible when dealing with landlocked parcels.
Two pessible compensation options exist. The D either pays

damages or purchases the remnant. When compensations take place, the
Department is obligated to pay a just level of compensation, which will include any
fair market value reduction of the remaining property. This would extend lo
purchase of buildings as well as land,

Thepwposeo“hepmpusadacimmlnpmv!daawanspmahmlamtyma:
propery addresses existing and projected system deficiencies and seeks lo
improve the safety and efficiency of the hansporlanon srsmm ‘I'hls would include
the high level of trips caused by 9 and
recreational activity within the area, The prop imp will integrate the
needs of travel safety, i devel system capacity, ity
accass, and system continuity,
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